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W h a t ?
Aims & Characteristics

Aims

Characteristics

• The creation of a self-sustained 
mechanism for Science-Policy-Society 
interface, regarding biodiversity and 
ecosystem services, in EU scale

• Science driven initiative
• Not direct governmental involvement
• Specifically EU relevance regarding the 

requests



W h y ?
Background and baselines

Background

Baseline –
EKLIPSE as major support 

tool for implementation

• Discussion on an “EU support 
mechanism on biodiversity” since 2006

• Various preparation steps via EPBRS, 
SPIRAL, KNEU…

• EKLIPSE funded as CSA in H2020
• Duration: February 2016 – February 2020
• About 50% of the funding foreseen for 

external activities, engaging the 
interested community



A p p r o a c h
How EKLIPSE is set up

Setting up a 
governance 

structure

A self-sustaining 
Mechanism (from 

2019 onwards)

Answering policy 
questions (EU 

focus)

Identifying 
research needs and 

emerging issues

Further building 
the Network of 

Networks



J o i n t  e v i d e n c e  s y n t h e s i s  
p r o c e s s  f o r  p o l i c y  r e q u e s t s



First steps

Communications: 
website and more

Initial call activities
(Knowledge synthesis)

• Website and forum set up
• Communication with networks launched, 

Business Plan Group invited
• First KCB established and working
• 1st conference 8th of December, 2016; 

Brussels

• First request by DG RTD: 
NATURE-BASED SOLUTIONS TO 
PROMOTE CLIMATE RESILIENCE IN 
URBAN AREAS – developing an impact 
evaluation framework, Call for Expertise 
closed a year ago, work completed in 
December 2016

• Report Delivered and available
www.eklipse-mechanism.eu

http://www.eklipse-mechanism.eu/nbs_report�


Knowledge Synthesis Methods

Methods group 

Knowledge synthesis

Call for experts
Meeting
Report launched and available

21 Knowledge Synthesis Methods identified 
and evaluated regarding:
Cost / Time required / Repeatability/ 
Transparency/ Risk of bias / Scale (or level of 
detail)/ Capacity for stakeholders 
participation/ Data demand/ Types of 
knowledge synthesized/ Type of outputs/ 
Type of expertise required 

www.eklipse-mechanism.eu

http://www.eklipse-mechanism.eu/apps/Eklipse_data/website/EKLIPSE_D3-1-Report_FINAL_WithCovers_V6.pdf�
http://www.eklipse-mechanism.eu/apps/Eklipse_data/website/EKLIPSE_D3-1-Report_FINAL_WithCovers_V6.pdf�


Knowledge Synthesis Methods

www.eklipse-mechanism.eu



3  p o l i c y + 1  f o r e s i g h t r e q u e s t s
f a c i l i t a t e d  t h r o u g h  E K L I P S E

Agriculture related:
Understanding farmers uptake: What measures are the 
most promising to deliver on supporting biodiversity and 
ecosystems services in the next round of the Common 
Agricultural Policy (CAP)?

Which types of urban and peri-urban natural spaces (blue 
and green) and which characteristics (components) of such 
spaces have a significant impact on human mental health 
and wellbeing? 

What are the advantages and disadvantages of existing 
approaches that environmental regulators can use to 
enhance environmental sustainability and improve 
outcomes for biodiversity of small and medium-sized 
enterprises in the food and drink sector of Europe?

What are the impacts of artificial electromagnetic 
radiation on wildlife? What are the evidence gaps that are 
the highest priority to address? What policy solutions 
should be considered?

Health related:

Business related:

Foresight request:



I m p o r t a n t  d a t e s  f o r  t h e  
u p c o m i n g  c a l l s

Agriculture request:
Call for Knowledge concluded .

Call for Experts open until 25 of June

Call for Knowledge concluded .

Call for Experts: To be published later in June

Call for Knowledge concluded .

Call for Experts: To be published later in June

Call for Knowledge concluded

Further foresight activities under preparation

Coming Soon – Open Call

Health request:

Business request:

Foresight request:

Capacity building:



H o w  t o  g e t  e n g a g e d ?

The Network of Networks

Individual experts

• Identify the interests in getting involved 
through multiple roles

• Provide space for dissemination and learning 
on Science-Policy-Society interfaces  (e.g., on 
conferences and other events) 

• Support the development of a business plan 
for the Support Mechanism

• Appointment of experts
• Produce themes for capacity building and 

foresight workshops, as well as inspire policy 
requests in the EU level

• Get involved in the Knowledge Coordination 
Body 

• Participate as expert for specific thematic calls 
(expert, reviewer)

• Participate as methods expert on dedicated 
tasks

http://www.eklipse-mechanism.eu/networks_get_involved_map�


E K L I P S E  &  I P B E S :
f o c u s  o n  t h e  c o m m o n  v i s i o n

IPBES & EKLIPSE share the common vision of creating appropriate collaborative  
interfaces which will support biodiversity management and conservation, through the 
acknowledgement of its importance for humans, the synthesis of available knowledge 
on related subjects and the inclusion of a wide range of stakeholders in the process.

There are of course differences: International vs EU scale of interest differentiates 
somehow our objectives and the direct involvement of national governments in IPBES 
but not in EKLIPSE, creates different impact mechanisms, as well as different levels of 
flexibility.

Nevertheless both are characterized by open and inclusive approaches and it is exactly 
there that great opportunities for collaboration lie: in networking and the promotion 
of a common vision, in the co-development of capacity building opportunities, in the 
identification of crucial knowledge gaps regarding biodiversity and ecosystem 
services, in an effort to support the creation of more sustainable, efficient and fair 
environmental policy.



A c t i v i t i e s  t o  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o

Policy requests

Other activities

Feedback

• Experts group on CAP related request and 
launching of knowledge synthesis activities

• Calls for experts for Health & Business 
related requests

• Call for the organisation of Capacity Building 
Events

• Webinar on Knowledge Synthesis Methods 
report

• Webinar on Nature-Based Solutions report
• Science Cafés to facilitate wider societal 

engagement

• We welcome your feedback on expectations 
& possible participation opportunities in 
EKLIPSE

https://ww2.unipark.de/uc/eklipse-network-questionnaire/ospe.php?SES=cc063d93c528f653d17381416fe1fd16&syid=314568&sid=314569&act=start�


K N O C K  f o r u m :  
E K L I P S E ’s  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  g a t e w a y

All the EKLIPSE Calls (for Knowledge, for Experts, for new Requests) are running through the 
KNOCK forum, developed to facilitate these processes and encourage discussion. 

You can register to KNOCK here:  http://www.eklipse-mechanism.eu/keep_me_posted

http://www.eklipse-mechanism.eu/keep_me_posted�
http://www.eklipse-mechanism.eu/keep_me_posted�
http://www.eklipse-mechanism.eu/keep_me_posted�


T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n !
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